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AutoCAD 2010 Review 
 
Product Name:  AutoCAD  
Product Version:  2010 
Product Cost: Available at no cost to engineering students, faculty, and staff ς normally $3,995.00 or 
$1,436.00 to upgrade from AutoCAD 2007 
Product Registration, Activation and License Requirements: User must register with the AutoDesk 
Student community, and then later create an Autodesk profile during activation. All of which can be 
done online in a matter of minutes. 
Operating System Compatibility (Windows XP, VISTA, MacOS, Linux): Windows XP (SP2 or later) or 
Windows Vista (SP1 or later.) Users running Mac OS X or Linux can only run AutoCAD through 
virtualization such as VMware Fusion or Virtual Box.  
System software dependencies: Microsoft Internet Explorer 7.0 or later 
System Hardware dependencies: 
 For 32 bit: 
- Intel® Pentium® 4 or AMD Athlon® dual-core processor, 1.6 GHz or higher with SSE2 technology 

(XP), OR Intel Pentium 4 or AMD Athlon dual-core processor, 3 GHz or higher with SSE2 technology 

(Vista.) 
- 2 GB RAM  
- 1 GB free disk space for installation 
- 1,024 x 768 VGA display with true color  

For 64 bit: 
- AMD Athlon 64 with SSE2 technology, or AMD Opteron® processor with SSE2 technology, or Intel® 

Xeon® processor with Intel EM64T support and SSE2 technology, or Intel Pentium 4 with Intel 
EM64T support and SSE2 technology  

- 2 GB RAM  
- 1.5 GB free space for installation 
- 1,024 x 768 VGA display with true color 
Additional Requirements for 3D Modeling (All Configurations) 
- Intel Pentium 4 processor or AMD Athlon, 3 GHz or higher; Intel or AMD dual-core processor, 2 GHz 

or higher 
- 2 GB RAM or greater 
- 2 GB hard disk space available in addition to free space required for installation 
- 1,280 x 1,024 32-bit color video display adapter (true color) 128 MB or greater, Microsoft® 

Direct3D® capable workstation class graphics card 
 
Available from: Vendor Website - http://students4.autodesk.com/?nd=register&und=624 
Vendor Web Site for support and product access: http://usa.autodesk.com/ 
Date Evaluated by PCS: May 19th, 2009 
Version tested on Mosaic: AutoCAD 2007 
Compatibility with Mosaic version:AutoCAD 2010 utilizes a new file format not supported by the 2007 

version. There is an option to save as a 2007 drawing within the new version, and it has been tested to 

work just fine. The 2010 version of AutoCAD can read and write to 2007 files. Drawings created on the 

free Student Edition, will carry a watermark with them, even if transferred to a full licensed copy of 

AutoCAD. A full list of all the individual features added in the version can be found at 

http://students4.autodesk.com/?nd=register&und=624
http://usa.autodesk.com/
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http://drh.img.digitalriver.com/DRHM/Storefront/Site/adsk/cm/multimedia/PDFs/acad10__comp__mat

rix.pdf 

Installation, Setup and Configuration: 
 
This installation was tested with Windows Vista SP2 
 
First you must register a student account with Autodesk. This account will give you access to many 

useful pieces of software for free such as AutoCAD Civil 3d, Revit Architecture, and Inventor 

Professional. You can do this by going to http://students8.autodesk.com/?lbon=1. Once there, select 

ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǳƴŘŜǊ άIƻǿ Řƻ L ǎƛƎƴǳǇΚέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ Ŧƛƭƭ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ aŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ǘŜǊƳǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŜƴ ŎƭƛŎƪ ά{ǳōƳƛǘέ ǿƘŜƴ ŘƻƴŜΦ 

 

 
 
¸ƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜƴ ōŜ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƻƎƛƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ŀ ǎƛǘŜ ƭƛƪŜ ōŜƭƻǿΦ /ƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ά{ƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ 
5ƻǿƴƭƻŀŘǎΦέ 
 

http://drh.img.digitalriver.com/DRHM/Storefront/Site/adsk/cm/multimedia/PDFs/acad10__comp__matrix.pdf
http://drh.img.digitalriver.com/DRHM/Storefront/Site/adsk/cm/multimedia/PDFs/acad10__comp__matrix.pdf
http://students8.autodesk.com/?lbon=1
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You are now at the site where you can download many free pieces of software from Autodesk. Scroll 
about one third of the way down, select which version of AutoCAD you want to download, and click 
ά5ƻǿƴƭƻŀŘΦέ 
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You are now at the download site for AutoCAD 2010. You will see a custom serial number and product 
key listed; be sure to keep a copy of these for your records. After you have this information copied, click 
ά5ƻǿƴƭƻŀŘΦέ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ LƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ 9ȄǇƭƻǊŜǊ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƭƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴǳŀƭ ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘ ƭƛƴƪ 
at the bottom due to the large file size. 
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double click your download and you should get a window like below. Click άYes.έ 

 
 

Next, a window will popup asking for a destination folder. Leave it as the default directory and click 

άInstall.έ 
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Follow any on screen instructions and wait until you get a screen like below. At this point, select άInstall 

Products.έ 

 
 
At the next screen you can choose which of the products you wish to install. When done, click άNext.έ 

 
 
 
Next, accept the license agreement and click άNext.έ 
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At this point you need to enter the product information you received from Autodesk. When you 

registered for a user account, this information will have been emailed to you. Click άNext.έ 

 
  


