
Life Cycle Analysis is far from being a trivial exercise. 

Conceptually simple, they can incur high cost yet yield 

results that are difficult to interpret. It is partly for this 

reason that use of the formal technique is generally 

restricted to larger companies and left to specialists, and its 

use confined principally to comparing alternative product 

strategies. However, some awareness of the technique will 

help you to ask the right questions, and to carry out a 

preliminary comparison of significant design alternatives. 

Think of the ócradle to graveô costs whenever you are 

researching new materials or methods, and be particularly 

aware of the way in which the environmental cost of 

ownership of products can be influenced by the running 

costs in energy and consumables.
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